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1. Motivation

Motivation is often divided into two forms: extrinsic and intrinsic. Extrinsic 

motivation is an external form of motivation. These motivating factors revolve 

around deadlines, fear of negative consequences, and rewarding positive 

behavior. Intrinsic motivation is completely internal. Intrinsically motivated actions 

are doing out of the pure joy of doing them. Students are constantly bombarded 

with extrinsic motivation. Students are rewarded for doing well in class with 

good grades. They are punished when they misbehave. Parents put pressure on 

the students to be successful.

The activities listed below are intended to be intrinsically motivating. If they are 

used strategically and selectively, students should enjoy these activities on their 

own. There is often a temptation to reward students who complete the activities 

or win the games with candy or other prizes. However, in my opinion, this is a 

mistake. As soon as you introduce a reward system for these activities, you build 

an expectation from your students. They will seek the extrinsic reward and lose 

sight of the intrinsic fun of the activity. By using a wide variety of educational 

and entertaining activities, you can foster a positive, intrinsically motivated 

learning environment.

2. Understanding Your Students’ Needs

When teaching English as a foreign language in elementary school, there are 

two primary factors to consider when thinking of students’ needs: age and 
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proficiency level. For the most part, Native English Teachers in public elementary 

schools will be relegated to teaching 3rd grade through 6th grade. Fortunately, 

this smaller window allows for many activities to work across all of these ages, 

however children are constantly developing, and the activities that work well for 

3rd graders may need to be adapted differently for 6th graders.

Student proficiency levels may also need to be considered. Depending on 

where you are teaching, both the average proficiency level and the discrepancy 

between the highest and lowest proficiency can vary greatly. It is important to 

assess your students early on to ensure that your activities meet their needs.

3. Solo Activities

Solo activities are generally handouts or readings that are performed by the 

student alone. Obviously, due to the nature of these activities, they are inherently 

not communicative, meaning speaking and listening skills are not developed with 

these activities. A possible strength of these activities is that they may help to 

calm a class that is being a bit too rowdy or distracted. These solo activities are 

often very short, meaning they are ideal to use as review activities to remind 

students of the vocabulary learned in a previous lesson.

a. Word Search

Word searches are great for building up spelling skills. Students are provided 

the words, fully spelled in a word bank. They must find these words which are 

hidden in a 2-Dimentional assortment of letters. The main positive of this 

activity is that, regardless of skill levels, any student can participate in this 

activity. Also, when students finish early, they may help out their classmates in 

finding their words to reduce the total time this activity takes to complete. 

Generally, as a part of this activity, I also have the students write the Korean 

meaning of the word to the right of each target word in the word bank. 

These are also very easy to create using an online word search generator. The 

generator that I personally use (link provided in the appendix) gives options for 

the shape and size of the puzzle, as well as options for the font, capitalization, 

and direction restrictions. Generally, I change the settings from upper case to 

lower case, as lower case letters are much more common, so finding the lower 

case version of the words is more beneficial. I also take out the backwards 

versions of the words to make the challenge easier and the words more legible 

within the puzzle.

b. Crossword Puzzles

Crossword puzzles in ESL classrooms are a visually appealing way to create a 

game out of a simple word translation exercise. Generally, the target word is 
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provided in the native language of the learner and they must write the word 

in the correct box. These puzzles can be created very quickly using an online 

generator (URL provided in the appendix). You may need help from your 

coteacher to write the Korean for each word. Never trust an online translator 

when providing Korean to your students. 

While the word search is a good review tool, I prefer to use crossword 

puzzles as a tool for assessment. There are generally two ways that students 

struggle with providing the English word. First, they completely forgot the 

English word, or, more commonly, they remember the word, but they do not 

remember how to spell it. Observing students while they do this activity can 

help me assess whether the English words need to be reinforced or if simple 

spelling practice activities can take care of their needs.

c. Cloze Activities

Also known as “fill in the blanks,” students are usually given complete 

sentences with word(s) missing. These words either must be drawn from the 

student’s memory or a provided word bank. For elementary school students, I 

tend to provide word banks to prevent frustration. The main drawback of cloze 

activities is that the amount of preparation time is often much greater than the 

amount of time that it takes the students to complete this task. This can be 

mitigated by using an online cloze activity generator (URL provided in the 

appendix).

4. Pair Activities

Pair work is obviously a staple of language classrooms. Having two people 

working together creates the highest possible number of concurrent conversations 

in a classroom. The one drawback is that it is difficult to manage a large class 

broken into partner activities to ensure that students are staying on task. 

However, this can be mitigated by ensuring that your activities are both 

entertaining and meet the students’ needs.

a. Memory Game

This requires a bit of preparation, but the results are worth the effort. 

Generally, the cards will turn out best if you have access to a color printer and 

a laminator. Use Microsoft Word to create a table of target vocabulary words. 

Then on the next page, create a table of clipart images that match the words. 

Print these out and laminate them. You may need to add an additional blank 

page inside the lamination to ensure that the cards are not transparent and 

visible from the back.

The cards are mixed up and placed face down on the desk in front of the 
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pair of students. Each student takes a turn flipping two cards. If the word 

matches the picture, they take those two cards and get a point. If not, the 

cards are returned and then the other player chooses.

As far as language development, students rapidly learn to associate the 

picture with the word and begin to view the word as a cluster rather than as 

individual letters. This is important, because this is how native speakers read 

words. As proficiency raises, so does the ability to immediately recognize a 

word without needing to perceive the individual letters. Students work towards 

this through the repetition involved in this memory game. As an added bonus, 

students also develop their special memory skills, remembering where things are 

located in relation to other things. Often, the textbook will have cards that the 

students tear out to use for a variety of activities. Often, I will reuse these for 

the memory card game.

b. Board Games

Two player board games templates can be a fun way to practice short 

sentences. There are many blank board game templates online (links provided 

in appendix) which can be used to create a custom board game with the 

target vocabulary. The students navigate across the board either using dice or 

playing “Rock, Paper, Scissors” to decide who gets to move forward. Whoever 

makes it to the end first wins. The easiest program to use to modify a game 

template is PowerPoint. Paste the image of the blank template onto a blank 

slide, and then find clipart pictures that represent the target vocabulary. Resize 

and crop the pictures to fit onto the spaces. You can also add fun special 

spaces such as “move forward three moves” or “start from the beginning”. 

Overlay and rotate textboxes to for these spaces.

c. Information Gap Activity

For this kind of activity, two versions of a handout should be created. The A 

copy has information that is omitted from the B copy and vice versa. For 

example, the paper may have several items for sale with their prices. Half of 

the prices are blank on the A copy, and half of the prices are blank on the B 

copy. The student with the A copy needs to ask the student with the B copy 

for the missing prices using the target vocabulary and vice versa:

A: “How much is the umbrella?”

B: “It’s $8.”

This activity requires a strong explanation of the expectations and strong 

observation, as students may simply show each other their papers in order to 

finish the activity quickly.
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5. Group Activities

Group activities can be anything from three students to the entire class 

working as a group. These kinds of activities are good because if the groups are 

strategically designed, higher proficiency students can help to bring up lower 

level students to help them participate in more challenging activities.

a. Mingling Activity

For this activity, students are given some task that requires them to mingle 

around and ask something of their classmates. For example, students may fill 

out a list of their favorite things (sports, songs, foods, colors, etc.). Once they 

fill out their list, they need to wander around the classroom trying to find 

students that have a matching favorite thing. They should ask their classmates 

using the target vocabulary:

A. What is your favorite food?

B. My favorite food is chicken.

C. Me too! (student writes her classmate’s name on her paper and moves on)

Like many other activities, this should be heavily monitored to ensure that 

students are actually using the target vocabulary. With your coteacher and you 

mingling around with the students, there is a good opportunity to assist 

students and passively assess both their proficiency and their attitude towards 

these activities.

b. Role Plays

Role plays are often done in conjunction with the assigned textbook. Most 

textbooks have some kind of Story Time and/or Role Play sections. The 

teacher’s book has a copy of the script which can be used to create a role 

play activity. Some textbooks even come with materials, such as headbands 

with Velcro and Velcro pictures that can be placed to assign the roles. The role 

play scripts can also be used as a listening activity before moving on to the 

role play. Simply leave some target words blank and have the students watch 

the role play and fill in the blanks. Also, be sure to check out the various 

supply closets in your English classroom/office because often there will be dusty 

boxes of role play props that haven’t been used in years. My coteachers have 

been amazed to see some of the things I have dug up going through random 

supply closets. My favorite find was two large bags of wigs and hats which are 

perfect for a variety of role play activities.

Role play groups should, again, be formed selectively in order to ensure that 

there are a mix of higher and lower proficiency students. Within the groups, 

students select their roles. Ensure that the groups are small enough so that 
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everyone gets at least one role. Some students may have to take on multiple 

roles, but usually there are motivated students who enjoy taking on this 

challenge. If no one is willing, a teacher can take on the smallest role. 

Students practice their dialogue. Very low-level students (generally the lowest 

level students in 3rd or 4th grade)may not yet be able to read English 

phonetically. If this is thecase, the higher-proficiency students may help them by 

writing out their dialogue

phonetically in Hangeul. I tend to give my students about10-15minutes within 

their groups to practice their performance.

In most cases, the students will not be able to memorize their scripts, 

meaning they will carry their scripts with them while they perform. This is fine 

but be sure to encourage your students to try to remember the words as best 

they can. As a motivator, I tell them that it helps them be a better actor if 

they are able to keep their head up and not stare at their script. Much like 

using good props, encouraging students to be good actors will give them a 

sense of importance and validity in the role play. Many students love to 

perform regardless of their English proficiency level.

6. Teacher-Led Activities

Teacher-led activities are generally games involving either the whiteboard or the 

projection screen. These can help new teachers with controlling their classroom 

as students are all heavily invested in the interesting game and the teacher is 

able to stay front and center in the class. These activities are also generally 

considered the most fun and low pressure for students as they are simply 

focused on playing the game. Many of these games templates are either 

web-based or created using PowerPoint and are designed to reduce the amount 

of preparation time required, as teachers simply fill in the slides with pictures 

and some text revolving around the target language or grammar points.

Due to the low preparation time, ease of classroom management, and high 

student enjoyment factor of these activities, many inexperienced teachers tend to 

depend on teacher-led activities to the point where they may become a crutch. 

While I see a strong assessment benefit to using teacher-led activities, they need 

to be used sparingly. During these games, the ratio of time that students are 

spending developing their language skills versus interacting with the game is 

quite low. Also, when these games become the expectation in your classroom 

rather than the exception, the overall enjoyment of the game is reduced. When 

they are used sparingly, they feel like a special treat for the students and their 

enjoyment is heavily increased.
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a. Bomb Games

These are extremely popular with Native English teachers. If you search online 

for lesson plans, you will likely run across a variety of bomb game templates. 

These are mostly created using PowerPoint. PowerPoint has the ability to create 

clickable anchored links, meaning you can click an image and it will take you 

to a specific slide. The teacher controls this game from the front of the class 

and the PowerPoint is projected from the computer to a TV or projector 

screen. Generally, these games have some kind of cultural theme. I have seen 

a variety of kids-friendly themes such as Pokemon, Spongebob, Pororo, and 

Doraemon. The way these games can be played depend on how the teacher 

administers them.

Usually, I divide the class into teams based on the columns of desks. If there 

are 4 columns, each column is a team. I have the student sitting in the front 

row of the first team’s column stand up and make their choice (there is usually 

a board of choices labeled by letters of the alphabet). When the choice is 

made, I click that choice and it goes to a specific slide with some kind of 

imagery designed to elicit the target language. When the student successfully 

provides the target language, the slide is clicked going to a reward slide which 

may have points or some kind of “bomb” that reduces their points. The 

randomness of this activity creates a lot of unpredictable fun. Often, the 

lower-proficiency students will struggle to provide the target language. In this 

case, the student’s team members may assist their teammate in providing the 

answer.

b. Grid Games

Similar to bomb games, these are digital games projected in front of the 

class and navigated by the teacher based on the team’s choices. However, 

these grid games are ideal for constructing sentences out of two separate 

pieces. For example, if your target vocabulary is “I usually go to _______ by 

____” where the first blank is the destination and the final blank is the mode 

of transportation, this would be ideal for practicing with a grid game. Along 

the top of the grid is four or five of the first piece, and along the left of the 

grid has four or five of the second piece. In our example, along the top of the 

grid may be a picture of a school, a house, a restaurant, a store, and a library. 

Along the left may be a bus, a car, a bike, a train, and a subway. The 

students would make their selection from the grid by creating a sentence out 

of the two vocabulary pieces that intersect their desired selection. For example, 

“I usually go to the store by bus.” The teacher would click where those two 

intersect, which would reveal points or a bomb. I prefer grid games over bomb 

games for two reasons. First, rather than eliciting specific target vocabulary, the 

students are constructing a sentence by piecing target vocabulary together 
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which engages more high-order thinking than simple translation.

c. Bingo

Bingo is a classic which does not depend on technology. This requires very 

little preparation, as blank bingo sheets can be printed and filled out randomly 

by the students. The only preparation required aside from the blank bingo 

sheets is 25 target vocabulary words. List these words out for your students 

and have them randomly write these words on their bingo sheets. Once the 

students have completed their sheets, the teacher randomly chooses words 

from the list which students mark off on their bingo sheet. The first student to 

complete a bingo yells “Bingo!”

A variation of Bingo which can be done in a shorter amount of time is Line 

Bingo. For this, students write 6 target words randomly along a line. The 

teacher then calls out the words randomly. If the called-out word is on either 

edge (on the outside of the line), the student folds that word behind, moving 

onto the next word. The first student to completely fold over all of their words 

is the winner. This will generally require the teacher to say the words multiple 

times, unless a student gets very lucky.

7. Appendix

Final Note: You may find your students like some of these activities more than 

others. Be sure not to overuse any of them, regardless of how much your 

students enjoy them as they will become stale. Variety is very important when 

including activities to supplement the standard curriculum.

Resource Links:

http://www.dan-teacher.com/esl-games/

This is my personal page where I keep an updated list of my own resources as well 
as resources that others have contributed. Check this frequently as I am always 
adding new things.

Word Search Generator: 

http://tools.atozteacherstuff.com/word-search-maker/wordsearch.php

Be sure to change the font case to “lowercase” and the word placement to “forward 
words only.”

Crossword Puzzle Generator:

http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/CrissCrossSetupForm.asp?campaign=flyout_t
eachers_puzzle_crisscross

This generator allows you to place foreign-language characters in as the clue.
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Cloze Activity Generator:

https://worksheets.theteacherscorner.net/make-your-own/fill-in-the-blank/

Grid Game Template:

http://dan-teacher.com/eslgames/grid.html

This Grid Game Template has cookies enabled, meaning you can prepare the game 
ahead of time, and when you open the link again on the same computer, the 
information will remain populated.

Blank Bingo Sheet:

http://www.teachertools.org/documents/bingo.doc

Blank Board Game Templates:

https://www.timvandevall.com/templates/blank-board-game-template/

Copy the desired board game template and paste it in PowerPoint, then overlay a 
variety of picture intended to elicit the target vocabulary. Create a set of rules for 
how the students can navigate across the board.

dan@dan-teacher.com – This is my personal email. Please feel free to contact me if 
you have questions or if you would like to contribute to the list of materials in any 
way.
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English Camps: A Guide for Guest English Teachers

Adam Kent (Bukmyon Elementary School)

Elementary schools in Korea offer English camps at two periods in the school 

year; one during summer vacation and one during winter vacation. Typically, the 

camps will last for one week. However, some camps may be shorter (three days) 

or longer (two weeks), depending on the school. Camps usually take place in 

the morning, from 9am to 12pm, with ten minute breaks allotted after each 40 

minute lesson. English co-teachers are sometimes given a budget for these 

camps, and you can request to buy materials for your camp (especially if your 

camp has a specific theme), or you can simply request that there are ample 

snacks to give to the children after the second break (they can get hungry about 

halfway through). The number of students in these camps will vary, as will the 

grade levels. The skill level of each student will almost certainly vary, as some 

students will have studied English in private academies after school, while others 

will have not. It is best to assess these skill levels on the first day, in case you 

have to make any alterations to your lessons or make them a little easier to 

understand if needed.   

Preparation

Guest English Teachers will be given ample time to prepare for these camps, I 

strongly suggest that you use this time to prepare for these camps. If you fail to 

prepare, you prepare to fail. It is also important to note that preparing 

supplementary materials for more advanced students is a good idea, because 

otherwise once they finish their assigned tasks or assignments, they might be 

bored while waiting for the lower skilled students to finish. I suggest preparing 

crossword puzzles, a word search, or fill-in-the-blanks worksheets for these 

students. It will keep them busy until everyone finishes the activity. In my 

experience, being overly prepared can be a very good thing, as it doesn’t allow 

for wasted time with nothing for the students to do. Having a few 

supplementary things set aside (for times when the students finish a task or 

activity much faster than you anticipated) can be a lesson-saver, in that they can 

make sure everyone is kept busy.
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Camp Resources

If your camp takes place at a school where they want you to use a book, this 

will be convenient and you will merely have to organize the timing of the 

lessons and some additional activities that involve the key words and expressions 

of each chapter. If, on the other hand, you are asked to prepare your own 

materials for the camp, it will be more time consuming when you are planning 

your lessons. Here, you have three options. The first option is to create the 

camp on your own from scratch. This can involve choosing a theme, designing 

your own power-point presentations, activities, and worksheets, and hoping for 

the best. The second option is to use a teaching resource website to use at 

camp or use materials you can download from the website. A couple of notable 

websites for teaching English in Korea are www.waygook.org (which requires a 

paid subscription but contains a plethora of summer and winter camp material) 

and www.korshare.org, a more recent free website that is a cache of resources 

from teachers all over the country. Be cautious if you take this route, though. 

The resources on these websites can range from excellent to disastrous, so be 

sure to look over the materials and assess whether or not it would be a 

successful camp for you. A third option is to borrow a theme from one of the 

aforementioned resource websites and modifying it to your teaching style. For 

example, if you find a Harry Potter themed camp with power-point presentations, 

games, and worksheets, but want to teach a lower skill level, you can alter these 

materials to suit your needs. Each of these options can help you teach a great 

English camp, it depends on how much creativity you want to bring forth. 

Always remember to be well organized and have each lesson and day planned 

down to the last minute. Try to focus on each topic for a reasonable amount of 

time and not let them draw out too long or be too short for the students to 

even begin to comprehend the material. 

Breaking the Ice

While it may be difficult for you, as a teacher, to memorize every students 

name, a good way to address each student my name is to have them make 

little signs for their desks that have their names written in big fancy letters (in 

Hangeul or English is up to the teacher, although having the students write their 

names in English will be a good way for them to prepare to do this in the 

future). Ice breaking activities can range from anything to designing a survey that 
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will allow the students to mingle and it will encourage student-to-student 

interaction in the classroom. Student-to-student interaction is the main 

communication that should take place in your lessons, so beginning on the first 

day is a good way to break the ice. 

Camp Rules

Another important thing to establish on the first day of camp is a set of rules. 

A good way to set up a reminder of these rules is to create a poster with big 

letters so that it can be read from anywhere in the classroom. List the rules 

categorically and point them out if they are being broken by a student or 

groups. Some of these rules are obvious (i.e. “This is English camp. Please speak 

only in English”), while others may simply be a matter of politeness (i.e. “Don’t 

use bad language. Don’t push or fight your classmates”). Some teachers like to 

create a rewards system for these rules. This involves the students earning points 

for good behavior, for which they will be awarded at the end of the day or at 

the end of the camp. Such rewards can be decided by the teacher, whether it 

be a certificate for good behavior that the students can proudly show their 

parents, or a snack party where the students can relax and socialize with each 

other. Another way to keep track of a student’s performance is by creating a 

camp passport, or just simply a page in their notebooks where you can put 

stamps in and distribute rewards for the accumulation of stamps. 

Teams

An excellent way to encourage student-to-student interaction in these English 

camps is to create teams on the first or second day. The second day will be the 

best time to decide which people should be in the same team, because an 

assessment of skill level will take place on the first day. It would be 

counterproductive to put a lower level student in a group that consists of 

advanced students. It is impossible to have teams with the exact same skill levels, 

but try to estimate which students will have the ability to communicate with 

each other effectively within these teams. Moreover, beginner students are best 

matched with lower intermediate students. Intermediate students can be placed 

with lower or upper intermediate students, and advanced students can have a 

good influence on upper intermediate peers, and vice versa. However, if less 

advanced students are struggling with any lesson material, and you find yourself 
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too busy monitoring everyone, you can assign the more advanced students to 

assist you in helping them complete the task or giving a more concise 

explanation of the activities. 

Themes

It is not completely necessary to have a consistent theme for your camp, but it 

does help. Students may feel more inclined to participate in the activities if they 

have an adventurous theme, such as a pirate theme or detective theme. Just be 

sure that all of the material is useful for everyday English conversation or 

vocabulary building. If you teach too much grammar directly (i.e. “today we will 

study the present perfect”), the students are most likely to get bored and lose 

interest in the lesson. A clever way to teach grammar is to sneak it into the key 

expressions and target language so that the students won’t even notice they’re 

learning grammar. A good example of sneaking in lesson in the present perfect 

tense, for example, is to have the students play two truths and a lie. In this 

activity, a student says two sentences that are true and one that is false about 

themselves (“I have visited China.” “I have eaten Mexican food.” “I have kissed an 

orangutan.”) and other students have to guess which sentence is a lie. 

Activities

For the English program in Korea, Native English speakers are expected to 

focus on teaching listening and speaking activities, for the most part, in 

elementary schools. With this in mind, it is best to plan activities that involve the 

enhancement of these skills. For more advanced students in your camp, 

supplementary materials can include reading and writing assignments, but the 

majority of the main material should involve primarily listening and speaking. Try 

to make sure that your activities are inclusive and don’t rely on a “raise your 

hand if you know the answer” kind of vibe. By avoiding the isolation of the 

lower level students, it is best to have the majority of your activities involve 

some kind of teamwork that includes everyone. 

Songs, Chants, and Games

For younger students, it will be easier to incorporate songs and chants into 

your lessons. They tend to be more enthusiastic to sing and dance than older 
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students. There is an endless amount of catchy English songs and chants for the 

classroom on Youtube. Remember to have the lyrics of these songs be relevant 

to the key expressions of your lessons. For example, students might love to sing 

a Maroon 5 song in your class, but if it isn’t relevant to the material or the key 

expressions being taught, there is no point in teaching them such a song. 

Instead, look through Youtube channels that focus on learning English as a 

second language, such as “Super Simple Songs,” “Maple Leaf Learning,” or “The 

Singing Walrus.” Older students might find these songs to be too juvenile and 

embarrassing for them to want to sing, and will only make things awkward for 

everyone in the classroom. For these students I suggest creating a competitive 

atmosphere by playing English games that review the key expressions. It is 

important to note that the bulk of your lesson should not be spent playing 

games, but rather in the final ten minutes or so to review what the students 

have studied and refresh their memory in a fun and exciting way.

Reviewing the Material

In subsequent lessons, it is imperative to review the key expressions that were 

taught in the lesson the day before. This will help the students refresh their 

memory of what they learned, and also clarify any misunderstandings or 

questions they may have about what was taught. This can take anywhere 

between 5 to 10 minutes, before you move on with the new material of the 

day. 

Wrapping up

At the end of English camp, some schools will have a closing ceremony, which 

the principal or vice principal will attend, and congratulate the students for 

participating as well as thank the instructor for taking the time to teach the 

students. Some schools will ask you to choose two students who were exemplary 

pupils, and it will almost certainly be difficult for the teacher to choose only 

two. Often times they all do a great job in these camps, but that ultimately 

depends on the instructor’s effectiveness at teaching.
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Classroom Managenent : A Guide To Promote 
A Positive Classroom Environment

Lourens Engelbrecht (Kyungnam University) 

1. Introduction

Congratulations! You have landed one of the best jobs in the world!  This is 

no joke. Being able to stand in front of a class of students every day, is 

definitely both rewarding and daunting, at the same time.

As you already know, every school, classroom, co-teacher and student, is 

different. That makes it extremely difficult to find a "one-size-fits-all" approach to 

classroom management. Nevertheless, you can still be an engaging and proactive 

teacher, by making classroom management the foundation of your success.

Even if you didn't have any prior teaching experience before coming to Korea, 

there are a few basic principles and strategies you could employ in order to 

manage your classes more effectively. Some of these strategies might be familiar 

to you, but there is constantly new ideas being published regarding classroom 

management.

The aim of this guide will be to provide useful ideas, opinions and techniques, 

in order to keep your students active and productive in your classroom.

2. Making your mark... Get set...  Go! 

Most foreign teachers don't speak Korean and this makes things really difficult 

to get settled in at your school(s). In addition, most schools will have quite a 

high foreign teacher turnover rate. That just means that you're the new teacher 

and some students or staff members might think that you're likely to stay for 

only a short time. They might not have high expectations for you.

You will have to prove yourself to your students and colleagues. Punctuality, 

friendliness and professionalism should therefore be top priorities. You should 

start making your mark by earning the trust and respect of your students and 

colleagues.  

3. First class: All aboard!

"Education is a lifelong journey whose destination expands as you travel." (Jim 

Stovall)
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Most teachers often feel just as nervous as their students during the first 

lesson of a new year or semester. The important thing to keep in mind though, 

is the fact that the first lesson will inevitably set the tone for what is to come.  

As a result, getting students on board with what you want from them, is crucial 

to setting yourself up for success.

3.1 Classroom Rules

When deciding on rules for your classroom, it would be vital to get as many 

stakeholders involved in the decision making process as possible. This includes 

your co-teacher(s), homeroom teacher(s), as well as your students. After coming 

up with a set of rules, make sure to display the rules in class. This could be in 

the form of a poster on the wall or a handout that they glue in their English 

book. 

Keep your rules short and as simple as possible. You could ask your co-teacher 

to help you translate your rules into Korean and take the time to discuss all the 

rules on the first day. If you want your rules to be effective, you'll have to 

constantly remind students of it. The most important thing to keep in mind is to 

be consistent and fair.

3.2 Start out strict

Don't be obsessed about being liked by the students. If you try to be their 

friend instead of their teacher, students will tend to take advantage of you. 

Therefore, start out very strict and then ease off as the year goes by. 

Discussion question: Who was your favourite teacher at school?  Was he/she 

strict?

3.3 Teach classroom language

You will have to decide on some basic English instructions you want your 

students to know. Get the input of your co-teacher(s) and also teach these on 

the first day. 

Translate each instruction into Korean (especially for younger students).  

Make a poster for the classroom - this will reinforce your instructional 

language.  

Glue a copy of the list in the students' textbook.

Use body language and gestures.
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4. Routines 

4.1 Seating charts

A seating chart is probably one of the best classroom management tools. Not 

only can you structure your activities, but you can also avoid students staying 

anonymous (anonymity often fuels disruptive behaviour). When you have a 

seating chart with all the students' names, you can easily address any student 

directly.

In addition, you can rotate students or group members every once in a while, 

so that you can change things up in the classroom. Don't be afraid to try new 

seating arrangements. If students are too lethargic or unresponsive at times, have 

them quickly move to a new group for a new activity. Get them active!  

4.2 Variety versus expected routines

Every student has a unique learning style. You should therefore aim to cater 

for the different needs of your students. This should include using a variety of 

teaching methods, activities and games. 

Regular routines can reinforce or model the behaviour you expect from your 

students. This could include how you want your students to enter or exit your 

class or even the way you start your class. You can "drill" students on what to 

do at the beginning of your lesson. One example could be for students to line 

up outside the classroom before coming in (depending on the age of your 

students). You should also insist on silence before greeting your students (hello 

or goodbye). This kind of routine should be automatic and instant.

4.3 Motivation & Rewards

Korean students tend to be really competitive, so having a reward system 

where they can get a prize or sticker, usually works well. Sticker boards can 

keep students motivated over a longer period of time. The teacher can either do 

this for individuals or teams. It might be possible that your school has a budget 

available for this, so check with your co-teacher.

Praise is always regarded as one of the most successful tools to motivate a 

student. Therefore, praising students can be just as meaningful as an instant 

reward (like candy). 



        
 2018. GOE Guest English Teacher Workshop

22 Gyeongsangnamdo Office of Education

5. Building relationships 

5.1 Student names

If a teacher can develop a relationship with students, it will ensure less 

disruptive behaviour and a possible increase in academic performance (Decker, 

Dona & Christenson, 2007).

It is never an easy task learning hundreds of new names at the beginning of a 

semester or year. If it is too difficult to learn all the students’ names, always 

have your seating chart handy so that you can quickly look up someone's name.

You should learn their real names (therefore know basic Hangul). In order to 

ensure consistency, don't use ONLY an English name. The other teachers at 

school will use their Korean names, so if you decide to give your students an 

English name, you might have to learn both.

5.2 Show interest

There is usually a big generation gap or cultural difference between you and 

your students. Regardless of their age, you should try to see the world from 

their perspective. Find out what they are interested in (like online computer 

gaming, K-pop or some of the Korean celebrities they admire). Try to talk to 

your students and colleagues about their interests. If you show interest in Korean 

culture, food or the Korean language, it would be much easier to build a 

connection with the students and school staff.

You can also try to visit some of your students at break time, have lunch with 

them or play a game or sport (soccer or dodgeball) with them at school.

5.3 Rapport

You are part of the school staff, so get involved with the school activities 

outside the classroom. If your school has a gymnasium, you can probably play 

badminton or volleyball with the staff.  Join the school picnics, meetings or other 

events. 

Take the time to get to know your co-teacher and offer to help them with 

their administrative tasks related to your English class.
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6. Question asking techniques

The teacher language given below in the “before” column is taken from actual 

classroom observations. Simplify the language for levels indicated in the “after” 

column. Use grammar and vocabulary that are level-appropriate.

BEFORE AFTER

Can anyone tell me how you spent the 
weekend?  Who can tell me about a 
good weekend?

Elementary 3rd/4thgrade

What I want you to do is just get into 
pairs and have a look at what each 
other has got.  

Middle School 1stgrade

If you could just pop the word in the 
right place. Don’t take forever – just 
whip through them.

Elementary 5th/6thgrade

Listen and work out if you’ve more or 
less got the hang of it.

Very low level

Okay, everybody…it’s been about 9 
minutes or so already. Let’s start to 
wrap it  up. Time is just about up.

High School 2ndgrade

7. Positive Expectations

According to Wong (2009: 37), expectations are “knowing what you can or 

cannot achieve something”. You as the teacher should therefore set the 

standard.  If you don’t expect that much of your students and you set the bar 

too low, the students will meet your expectations. In contrast, if you set the bar 

higher and you encourage your students to improve, they will more often than 

not end up surprising you!

Some recommendations:

 ∙ Be effective and assertive.

 ∙ Learn from experienced teachers.

 ∙ Understand the difference between rules and procedures.
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 ∙ Be prepared before class (lesson planning, checking equipment).

 ∙ Build relationships and empathy with your students.

 ∙ Motivate students to learn from their mistakes (nobody is perfect) and 

grow.

8. Handling difficult situations/students

Experienced teachers don’t deal with problems, they prevent them from 

occurring’ – Geoff Petty

Scenarios

Discuss the following scenarios with your colleagues around you.  Find a 

possible solution.

a) Often when her class are about to embark on an activity it occurs to her 

that all the whispers and puzzled faces mean that they haven't a clue 

what to do.

b) One group of students has no interest in learning English and he wonders 

why he is wasting his time. 

c) Every time she puts the students in groups, but they just talk in their 

Native language and usually about topics unrelated to the class.

d) The course book he is using is terrible. It is too easy for the students and 

they get bored easily. He doesn’t want to spend hours planning as they 

don’t seem interested anyway.

e) A sstudent comes to class, sits in the back of the class near the door, 

rarely speaks to classmates, and has yet to ask or share information in 

class. How would you handle this situation?

f) One student seems to have a chip on his/her shoulder. His/ her comments 

in class often sound either angry or hostile. Even his/her nonverbal 

behavior seems contentious (looks of contempt, etc.). How would you 

handle this situation?
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9. Concluding remarks

In order to be successful in managing your classroom, you have to be 

extremely organized, always prepared for lessons; professional and as consistent 

as possible.  Don’t give up when you lose control of a class.  You can always try 

to do your own research and never stop being a life-long learner.

If you are willing to put in the effort to make your classes interesting, engaging 

and fun, your students will most probably reward you with a great attitude and 

work ethic.

BE THE TEACHER THAT EVERY 
CHILD WANTS AND DESERVES!

Mr. Lourens Engelbrecht

Assistant English Professor, Kyungnam University, Masan

lourensku@ gmail.com

______________________________________________
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Lesson Planning

Karmon Lam (Namsan Elementary School)

Lesson planning may be a little different compared to how it is back at home 

where you live. It may be overwhelming and difficult at first because you are 

given a teacher’s guide for the student’s textbook. Or it’s possible that you’re in 

a situation where you are given no guide at all on how to teach your students 

and are expected to just freestyle. You have to remember that you can’t entirely 

change the curriculum, but it’s not hard to adjust or tweak to sound more 

natural. Once you have an idea of how the format works, teaching will become 

slightly more comfortable. Hopefully my guide can somehow shed some insight 

on how to lesson plan for your classes, but keep in mind, all schools and 

experiences varies.

Lesson Plan Format

Despite the fact that there are many formats in creating a lesson plan, the 

most common format you may see in Korea is the PPP format.

Practice

Production

a)

Presentation

Practice

b)

Presentation

Production

Although (a) is the most common approach, some school’s level varies; hence 

(b) approach can often be seen as well.

Presentation: Presentation stage of the lesson is the introduction of the class. 

You are to present the purpose (motivation) of the lesson, as well as the 

vocabulary and key expressions. At the start of classes, this should act as either 

an introduction or review from the previous class.
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Practice: Practice stage of the lesson allows the students to practice the key 

expressions/vocabulary. Create an activity that encourages the students to refine 

their skills (listening, speaking, reading or writing). Ideally this is when you start 

using the textbook work. (Listen & do, Listen & Repeat, Read & do etc.)

Production: From the practice stage, the students are encouraged to perform 

their target language in the production stage. This phase acts out as the activity 

you have prepared for the class, whether it is a project, role play or some sort 

of game to produce the key expressions.

The following table (based on the Chunjae book) roughly displays how you can 

approach each parts of the lesson in the Elementary textbook. Despite the fact 

that the books may be different, the format should remain the same. (includes 

game/activity suggestions)

Time Lesson 1
1stPeriod

(Listening)

2ndPeriod

(Speaking)

3rdPeriod

(S & R)

4thperiod

(R & W)

5thperiod

(Writing)

6thperiod

(Review)

10 min

Intro
Daily Routine 

(day & date)

Daily Routine 

(feeling)

Daily Routine 

(weather)

Daily Routine 

(day & date)

Daily Routine 

(feeling)

Daily Routine 

(weather)

Presentation 

(Vocab & 

Review)

- Motivation: 

movie clip

- Intro PPT

- Word cards

- Review key 

expressions

- Guess the 

Country 

Review PPT

- Review key 

expressions

- Find the vocab

- Pictionary

- Review key 

expressions

- Word cards

- Review key 

expressions

- Word cards

- Word test

- Vocab. 

decoding

- Review key 

expressions

10 min

Activity A

(Presentation

/Practice)

Look & Listen 

CD

Look & Say CD Speak & Read Let’s Read Fun time We are the 

world mission

10 min
Activity B

(Practice)

- Listen & Do

- Chant

- Listen & Repeat

- Talk together

- Read & Do

- Read & Play

- Read & 

connect

- Write it

Project

- Newspaper

- Survey

- Poster

10 min
Activity C

(Production)

- Listen & Play

- Bingo

- Line Bingo

- OX quiz board

- 4 corners

- Simon says

- Fly swatter

- Crack the code

-Which way game

- Speak & Play

- Pass the ball

- Catch the 

picture

- Survey/ finding 

 partner

- Virus game

- Spy game

- Hot seat

- Connect four

- Cowboy/ 

Pirates game

- Fun w/ 

sentences

- Nunchi game

- Card matching

- Speed quiz

- Evolution game

- Elimination game

- Write & Share

- Sleeping 

elephant

- Scavenger hunt

- Running 

dictation

- Telepathy

- Blazing Pen

- Auction

- Check up

- Test

- Bomb game
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1. Be creative:

You’ve probably heard it many times, “think outside the box” be creative when 

it comes to creating a lesson plan for your students. Don’t be afraid to try new 

activities with your students to test out your creativity and find out your 

student’s interest. Try not to constantly play the bomb game for review or rely 

on waygooks PPTs. 

Think about what interests you and possibly with your students, for example 

incorporate your favorite cup ping pong games into a reading or speaking 

activity. 

∙ Think about how you can incorporate the key language into your favorite 

board games. 

∙ Search Pinterest “EEL games for kids” “ESL games for kids”

∙ There would be times where you encounter an interesting video or tutorial 

on social media such as Instagram, Youtube or Facebook. If it piques your 

interest, perhaps it would for the students as well.

∙ Recommended websites: Twinkl, Busy Teacher, Genki English, Not Boring 

English, Mrs. Baia’s Classroom

∙ Don’t be afraid to ask other foreigner teachers or Korean teachers, sharing is 

caring.

2. Know your students:

Knowing your students is just as important as being creative. In order to be 

creative you should try to find out what interests them. 

∙ What level are your students? How much do they know?

∙ What games do they enjoy? Which games are they sensitive about? (Bomb 

game? Elimination game?)

∙ What are they interested in? (KPOP? Favorite group?)

∙ Are they well behaved? 

Knowing what works for you and the students makes creating a lesson easier 

on your part, plus they’ll enjoy it. It’s always a great feeling to know that your 

students enjoyed the lesson you created. 
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3. Over plan:

Sometimes despite your best efforts, your lesson may not go as planned. There 

may be times where you finished the lesson, but there’s 10 minutes left in the 

class. During these awkward situations, it’s always best to have a backup. Again 

referring back to testing waters, sometimes the activity may not work hence you 

should prepare a plan B. Don’t forget, you can’t really rely on technology all the 

time either, always prepare for the worst, JUST IN CASE.

4. Be flexible:

Relating to over planning, sometimes things don’t work out and you should be 

flexible about it. Try to be structured in the same fashion as PPP, but be flexible 

enough to change the inevitable changes that will occur in any classroom 

environment. For example, students may be having a hard time understanding 

the key expressions, making the presentation stage a bit longer and the 

production stage (aka game time) cut short. Your lesson plan is not always 

written in stone, your students are the main focus, so adjust the lesson based 

on your student’s needs. 

Teaching from the Elementary books:

If you teach in Elementary school you are usually given a book to teach off 

from: Chunjae, Daekyo or YBM etc. They may be different, but their lessons 

and approach are quite the same. For grades 3 and 4, there are 4 periods to 

1 lesson; whereas grade 5 and 6 there are usually 6 periods to each lesson, 

excluding YBM. Each class there will be an objective for you to approach: 

Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.

When it comes to teaching from the book, it doesn’t have to be boring. Try 

different methods of approaching the CD.

∙ 1st period: Make it a mission, ask the students to remember the entire 

dialogue of listen & repeat or bits and parts of look & listen; make them 

work as partners to achieve the mission if it’s too difficult

∙ 2nd period: Perhaps get the students to role play but in their own language 

with a dialect to make it fun for listen & repeat
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∙ 3rd period: Make group missions to encourage high level student’s to help 

the lower level students read.

∙ 4th period: Create a fun way to read through the book, this part of the 

book may be overwhelming so don’t be afraid to split the parts 

∙ 5th period: This period is often skipped as chants or the project may not 

interest you or the students. I’d like to think of this period as the time to 

use all their skills (listening, speaking and writing), create a project that 

suits the key language or create activities that touch upon all the skills. Or 

if you feel like your students are lacking in an area, utilize this period as a 

practice class

∙ Don’t be afraid to try something different from the book

Teaching Middle School:

Teaching in middle school may be tricky depending on what your co-teacher 

wants from you. You are either teaching from the book or perhaps you are 

told to freestyle aka teach whatever you want. In my experience and from 

other teacher’s experience, we tend to only teach the students once a week. 

Teaching middle school may be different in terms of they are older and 

probably going through puberty. You may or may not have heard of the term 

“중이병” (Joong-ie-byung) aka “middle school disease” or to be more specific 

“2nd year middle school disease”. Middle school students can be difficult to 

handle, but again, don’t be afraid to test the waters. Feel free to teach from 

the smallest basics like grammar, you’d be surprised to know that some of 

them may not even know what a verb is (even when you say it in Korean). 

They may not know terms such as noun or verb because they’re not really 

taught about their language structure. The tips and formats from teaching in 

an elementary school are not that different in middle school. 

1) Know your students interest: This is more important in middle school than 

elementary. Your students at this point are changing and so are their 

interests. You may even find them sleeping in class, which is common to 

see in middle school especially if you have a big class. Knowing them will 

help you create a creative, fun lesson to grab their attention.

2) Levels are higher but don’t expect too much: Compared to elementary, 

middle school students are most likely capable in producing proper 

sentences to conduct a conversation. However, don’t make things too 

difficult because you think they’re older and wiser. New teachers tends to 

make the mistake of creating a lesson plan that is fit for middle school 
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students to only find out that it is too difficult for them. Start by creating 

low level lesson plans first, and then adjust as you get to know your 

students levels. 

3) Classroom management : Implement a reward system to encourage the 

use of English and a punishment system to ensure students stay on task.

Don’t be nervous about middle school students, really take your time to get 

to know them and their habits. Ask the co-teacher or even the homeroom 

teachers for some tips. If you ever need an insight on how they learn with the 

Korean-English teacher, ask them if you can watch their class. But keep in 

mind, English with the Korean-teachers is very different compared to how you 

might want to teach your class. Foreigner teachers who visits other teacher’s 

open class always stress that teaching with enthusiasm is important, so please, 

do try and teach with enthusiasm and care whether its middle school or 

elementary. Once you get into the habit of making a lesson plan, your routine 

would become more comfortable.
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The Dynamics of Co-teaching

Steven Huckleberry (Guam Elementary School)

The Apartment

This is a story I found on the Internet, so of course it’s 100% accurate and 

completely unbiased, written by an unhappy Korean co-teacher. It highlights an 

example of how problems can arise between GETs and KETs outside each other’s 

control.

A public school had recently hired a new Guest English Teacher, and the 

co-teacher was tasked with picking up the GET and taking them to their new 

apartment.  Everything was going well, and they were getting along.  They were 

discussing the school, life in Korea, and all the normal things new people ask 

about.  That is, until they arrived at the apartment and the GET saw where they 

would be living. It was very dirty.  The previous tenant, the story doesn’t say if it 

was a different GET, seemed to have never cleaned it during their stay. 

Understandably, the current GET was unhappy about this, and even refused to 

step inside the room! The Korean co-teacher had to call the principal of their 

school to explain the situation.  In the end, the principal decided the co-teacher 

and another teacher had to clean the apartment.  The co-teacher was unhappy 

about this, and it apparently caused some resentment from the co-teacher 

towards the GET. I want to ask, what is your opinion on this situation? Was it 

fair for the co-teacher to clean the apartment?  Was it fair for the GET to 

refuse to enter it? Of course it was unfair for the previous tenant to leave the 

apartment in such a state, but that’s not our focus. One aspect of Korea that 

differs from our home countries is that, when people move, it is up to the 

person who moves in to clean the apartment, as opposed to the person who 

moves out. In these situations, it may be that the only certain outcome is that 

our relationship will become strained, and we have to work that much harder to 

improve it.
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The following are more in-depth explanations for the general 

strategies introduced in the presentation.

1. Be proactive! Don’t wait for a problem to occur, try to prevent it from 

happening in the first place. If your co-teacher has a habit of telling you 

things at the last minute, try going to them at the end of the day or first 

thing in the morning and ask if there’s anything you should know about 

the next day. Just be aware it is common for the co-teacher to also be told 

last minute so don’t be surprised if they say no at first and then a little 

later tell you something has changed.

2. Pick your battles. This one can be difficult for some of us, especially if we 

have a co-teacher who we often have difficulty with. Simply put, take a 

moment and ask yourself if the issue is worth dealing with. Take a deep 

breath, count to ten, or get a good night’s sleep and see how you feel 

after. Often times, it can be better to drop the issue than push it. It can 

save everyone a lot of sanity in the long way. Furthermore, by dropping 

issues that can be dropped, people will be more understanding when or if 

a bigger, more troubling problem arises.

3. Prepare co-teacher’s role in class. This is especially helpful for GETs who 

have homeroom co-teachers instead of a designated KET. If your co-teacher 

seems uninterested or uninvolved in your lessons, try going over the lesson 

the day before so they know what is expected of them in your lesson. They 

probably want to help and support you, but are just unsure of how.  This 

is especially true if they don’t normally teach English lessons.

4. Use students for class aspects. This can be useful if your co-teacher is often 

not present or interested in the class and a lot of fun for you and the 

students depending on your classes. If you notice one of your students has 

very good English, try using them to translate instead of your co-teacher. Or 

if one student is often bored, you can ask them to be a class 

president/leader/speaker. Their job can be helping organize the students for 

entering and leaving the class. Of course, setting this up might require a 

co-teacher’s assistance or preparation to translate the students’ role.
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5. Work on social aspects of relationships. Korea has a very community driven 

culture. A recent trend on online streaming channels is called ‘mukbang’ (먹

방). People watch someone eat food, sometimes extreme quantities (enough 

to fee a whole family) by themselves. There are a few ideas why this has 

become so popular recently, one of which is because of how social Korea 

is. Due to various obligations, Koreans don’t have time to eat with their 

friends and family, so they eat while watching someone else eat.

This pertains to you because it shows how much Koreans value social 

connections, especially with food.  A coffee or pastry and a kind word do 

much more good than a kind word alone. In fact, just taking time to get 

to know your co-teachers will also go a long way to build your relationship 

with them.  Admittedly, it can be difficult to make small-talk if you don’t 

share a common language. Fortunately, coffee and pastries are universal.

6. direct approach (Legitimate!) The next two strategies should be taken with 

caution. If done improperly or because of issues regard unimportant, you 

will only create more problems for yourself.  Having said that, this is useful 

if you have a good relationship with another teacher, especially if they are 

male and older than the teacher you have a problem with.  It’s an 

unfortunate truth about Korea that age and gender can sometimes be still 

important. However, gender is only possibly important if the offending 

teacher is an older male. 

This strategy involved talking to another teacher about the problem you are 

having. If they agree with you that it’s unfair, they might talk to that 

teacher about it. The offending teacher might not realize they’re being 

unfair, or might feel pressured to change their actions towards you if they 

know other teachers are on your side. However, if the teacher(s) think the 

issue is not important, or the offending teacher tells you or the other 

teacher to pound sand, it is probably best to drop the issue. The same 

teacher won’t want to try again, and talking to another teacher will likely 

offend the offending teacher (for you trying again), the new teacher (for 

getting dragged into it), and the previous teacher (for you acting as though 

they weren’t good enough).

7. Ask for meeting with supervisors/superiors (Legitimate!) This is another 

strategy that you want to be very careful about using. Nobody wants to get 

the supervisors involved, which is both a strength and a weakness. For us 
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GETs, the chain of command is: Our co-teacher (probably the person who 

took us to the school our first day), the head teacher (ask a teacher who 

this is at your school because it tends to be different), and the vice 

principal. Usually, the principal works more with people outside of the 

school and the vice-principal takes care of things inside the school. Another 

channel you can try is the Office of Education, but they try to give schools 

as much autonomy as possible.  Additionally, asking them to help, even just 

to translate both sides, can be seen as bringing in someone outside the 

school to fix a school issue.  Again schools like their autonomy and brining 

in the GOE can threaten that autonomy. They can help in cases of the 

teacher feeling unsafe, abused, or extremely neglected.

Here you ask to have a meeting with the offending teacher, your 

co-teacher (hopefully they aren’t the same person), the head teacher, and 

the vice principal. As stated earlier, because no one wants to involve the 

vice-principal, the other teachers will possibly pressure both sides to solve 

their problem. If this fixes the problem between you two, great!  If not, 

prepare your case very well, and be able to explain your side passionately. 

Think of it as a civil case with the vice-principal as judge/arbiter.

8. Maybe co-teacher’s a jerk. We’ve all had to work with/for, lived with, or at 

least know someone who always seems to have a chip on their shoulder. It 

might be, if nothing else has worked, that you got unlucky and have to 

work with them.  The reasons can be numerous. Maybe you have class with 

them before they have their daily coffee. Maybe you accidentally slighted 

them without knowing it. Maybe they’re, well, a jerk and there is no other 

reason. Regardless, you need to work with them and find a way to teach 

effectively. If nothing else, after trying to solve the problem and the 

situation doesn’t improve, you can take solace in knowing that you 

legitimately tried to improve your relationship. You are a good person who 

cares, and they aren’t worthy of your negative feelings.
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Humor in the Classroom

Timothy Naslund (Jeogjung Elementary School)

Slide 1: Title Slide
Hello, my name is Timothy Naslund and today I will be speaking about humor 

in the classroom. Quickly before we dive right into it – just to give you a little 

background knowledge on me and my teaching situation – I teach at three 

elementary schools, and I also teach at a High school. My elementary schools are 

all in the country and have very small classes – three students being my biggest 

class, not counting when they combine the grades for after school classes. With 

that in mind, I have tried to approach this lecture to be applicable for larger 

classes because I know the majority of you have a lot more students in your 

classes than I do. This information deals with both theoretical concepts as well 

as practical approaches to your teaching method.

Slide 2: Just so you know…
Before we get things started, there are a couple statements I want to preface 

this presentation by before I get into it. First thing, I’m not here to teach you a 

forty minute stand up act you do in the front of your classroom. This lecture is 

more to offer an approachable method of embracing humor in order to foster 

an effective learning environment for the students. Luckily though, I’m of the 

optimistic belief that everyone possesses the ability to be funny, so it’s really just 

a matter of execution that determines one’s practicality in the matter. 

Second thing, and I’m sure most of you have thought this today or before 

while listening to someone drone on in front of a PowerPoint, but everything I 

say may not apply to you. Rather seeing this as a waste of time, however, 

please consider the fact that you might be able to glean some morsel of 

applicable information that might benefit you at performing your job as a 

teacher. I encourage you – if you do feel like you aren’t finding what I’m talking 

about informative in any way – ask me a question relating directly to you 

regarding humor in the classroom and I’ll see if I can help in any way. You can 

tune me out, of course, but that certainly won’t make my lecture go by any 

faster

Humor can be integrated through many ways and I’ll talk about some 

throughout the presentation.

The reason I believe using humor to reach your children is simple: if a student 

is laughing, enjoying his or her time in the class, they tend to be more engaged 
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and in general not to see English as a dread and instead see it as a part of 

their day they look forward to. Also, humor provides the students with a fond 

correlation to learning that helps instill better retention.

Slide 3: Co-Teachers
Perhaps the most important thing to consider before implementing any new 

approach to your teaching method is first talking to your co-teacher. I know we 

all have a range of different relationships with our co-teachers so obviously what 

you do and how you approach the way your students will learn will be dictated 

by just how hands on your co-teacher is or isn’t. Set yourself up for success and 

vocalize anything you want to try to see if it’ll work for the students and make 

a better teaching environment. Regardless of your relationship with your 

co-teacher, I do believe you can implement some level of the strategies I’ll talk 

about into your lessons without any resistance from your co-teacher. Simply put: 

Be on the same page and you won’t have a problem.

Slide 4: Humor and Mimetics 
Comedy has memetic principles that go beyond just memorization. If you see a 

picture of this.. or this… most of you instantly know a message I’m trying to get 

across without any communication, the same way you understand what this 

means.. or what this means… I bring up mimetics because that is what language 

effectively is: combination of symbols and pictures our minds autonomously infer. 

While the latter figures deal with an authoritative force, a force most students 

are all too familiar with in schools, the former pictures are deeply rooted in your 

brain through comedic meaning. Authoritative messages do work, but they also 

set a precedent of power tied to consequence and not interest. “Do this 

assignment or else.” Why associate something that could be as fun as language 

learning with such disciplinary implications when the same knowledge can be 

instilled through a more approachable and interesting way.

If the student enjoys his time learning and obtaining the knowledge of the 

English language, he or she will be more inclined to study, actively try in class, 

and in effect help promote a better learning environment for the rest of the 

students, given the competitiveness of Korean children and the effects of positive 

peer pressure.

Slide 5: 5Ps
LPT: The five Ps: Proper preparation prevents poor performance; words to live 

by. Basically if you come prepared to be funny in class, then more likely you’ll 

have a better chance. Wittiness and spontaneity come in the moment yes, but 
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humorous stimulants can be prepared in order to allow for your own humor and 

the children’s humor to flourish. 

Personally, I take a very comfortable approach to my classroom, so I’m pretty 

consistent with my antics throughout the class, but each of my students 

understand the lightheartedness and humor goes only as far as they apply 

themselves and comprehend the material. If I notice that there is a disconnect 

with the learning process, I will make a change to my classroom’s environment if 

I feel like a humorous environment might be hindering their learning – which is 

hardly ever, but I’ve had to do it a couple of times for the younger third graders 

when trying to get across certain phonetic principles.

Slide 6: Communication
First key point to consider: communication – guys pay attention, this is relevant 

to a lot of relationships in life, not just with your students, so take notes. 

Effective comedy needs relevant material; material which can be gleaned from 

the students through simply listening to them, conversations, or even activities 

designed to allow the students to express their interests. Looking at what type 

of pencils they have, pencil cases, anything that can cue you in on what they 

like, because for the students, it’s easier to find humor in something they are 

already familiar with. In one of my schools, I had a student if I asked her what 

animal she would want as a pet if she could have any animal, she would always 

say Stitch. She also had a Stitch pencil case, so when it came to her class, I 

would sometimes add relevant clips from Lilo and Stitch or a quick gif to not 

only get the students laughing, but more importantly to pay attention. Once 

their interests are known, you have that much more material to work with in 

order to bring humor into your classroom and for more engagement from the 

student’s part – hopefully.

Other than their interests, once you’re familiar with your students, observe who 

out of the class are the most boisterous and lively. Chances are, these will be 

the best students for you to bounce jokes off and they will generally be more 

receptive to them. That’s not to say you should ignore the quieter, calmer 

students, but the more outspoken ones will be a good place to start bantering 

with if you are having difficulties finding a way to implement humor. After 

speaking with y our students you’ll notice that they mostly all like the same 

things, barring certain differences in kpop groups or video games and such, so 

implementing the material shouldn’t be too over-bearing. 

Slide 7: Survey.
Make a 21-question style survey recording the student’s favorites. Pretty straight 

forward and can be easily implemented in the lessons in the book.
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Slide 8: Student’s interests
Kpop: Simply ask your students what kpop groups they like. Take pictures off 

google and use them in slides (*guy from WannaOne eating the donut*). There 

are many opportunities especially in 5th-6th grade when creating sentences for 

them to have fun with assignment, especially if you lead by example and use a 

kpop group member when describing physical features such as hair color, or for 

when you are teaching a lesson on birthdays (Joy’s birthday is on _____). Also 

for teaching 1st, 2nd, ect., comparatives, superlatives – you get the idea). Play 

snippets of the music in your lesson, like this… I do it to “wake” the students up 

a bit and so their attention doesn’t stray. They always chuckle hearing the 

second or two of a song.  . Play over the fun time songs in the book (*Show 

an example if able*). Camp game: listening for English words in Kpop. I know 

you guys have whole lecture on camp games, but I bring it up because not only 

will they find it amusing that you’re using kpop, but it allows them to hone 

their ears and listen in on the English words and surprisingly enough, for as 

much as they listen to the songs, they usually don’t know what is said in 

English.

Ask about cartoons. A popular American cartoon here is SpongeBob and they 

have both subbed and dubbed versions online you can show your class. We Bear 

Bears is another good cartoon for this as well.

For K-dramas; Even if you’re reluctant to watch, pop culture references from 

the ones your students watch are enough. Such as this one: 이고!!!! 응답하라. 

Middle schoolers will be more inclined to know more of these references, but 

elementary students know them as well. I did this with one of my sixth graders 

and she got a kick out of it and did it with me.

And for the boys: you have to know and ask about their games. Play around 

with the names:

League of NOT legends / Battle NO ground. Also, have slides / board games 

themed around these games.

Slide 9: Observe
Most elementary and middle school jokes aren’t that intricate. Taking away 

inside jokes they come down to these three things: name calling, slap stick, and 

making fun of when someone does something wrong. Now, with each of these, 

there are ways to tactfully use them humorously and not in any mean spirited 

way. That discretion is going to have to come from observing how THEY use 

each form of humor so you can better understand the ropes on how to 

effectively use it in your classroom.



Humor in the Classroom

School Innovation Division 41

Slide 10: Piñata
Before we dive into the ways the students tend to joke with one another, I 

have to break the news to you all that the students have and will continue to 

laugh at your expense whether you are aware of it or not. Now, you can get 

mad anytime they do, and of course reprimanding is necessary if any of these 

jokes are offensive or mean-spirited, but most of the time these jokes are 

innocently made because, well, they’re kids and a lot of the times say stuff they 

shouldn’t, but say it anyway. 

I don’t mean be a clown and the punch line to every joke; just don’t take 

offense if a child just so happens to make you it at some point. Understand that 

English is one of if not the only class where they regularly play games while 

learning. 

Also, being exposed to a foreign language is mentally taxing, so you want to 

alleviate that weight as much as possible by making the student’s time in your 

class enjoyable, and if it has to be at your expense sometimes, so be it. 

Granted, if you prefer a more authoritative approach, then of course this doesn’t 

apply as much to you, but I will still say, that even when you try to be a strict 

teacher with discipline, the jokes will still come at your expense, so you might as 

well be on the laughing side instead of getting mad at students fractions of 

your age.

Slide 11: Name calling
Now, the only time I use these names (outside of nicknames) is when students 

are distracted, not paying attention, and not doing their work. I wouldn’t want 

to do this all the time because if I had a student at a much lower level than 

the rest, they would probably be the “snail” more often than not. Rather, I try to 

use it as a fun motivation for the students to try to concentrate on their work 

and get it done in a timely manner. This not only gets the more advanced 

students more engaged (no one wants to be a snail), but also instills confidence 

in the lower level students being appointed at a higher rank than the students 

who generally do the work faster than them.

I think it goes without saying that some animals are off limits and I really don’t 

think you need more than common sense to understand which ones are. Don’t 

use the names to reflect anything physical, but rather have the name reflect 

personality or emotional behavior instead. Also, outside of animals, I do get a 

kick calling boy students the names of kpop idols I know the girls have a crush 

on, or vice-versa. 
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Slide 12: Slap stick
I think this method to implement humor comes with the most discretion, just 

above the name calling. Anything that involves physical comedy NEEDS to be 

cosigned by the co-teacher in order to use it. Having said that, my classroom did 

have this red rubber hammer that the students insisted I whack (was really a tap 

but I acted it out way more) them on the head during the reading portions if 

they ever fumbled on a word or made a mistake. Not wanting to get hit, most 

students actually did better with the pressure of me standing behind them with 

the hammer. Some just wanted to get hit for the laughs and would mess up on 

purpose, but that was easy enough to stop because then I would just make 

them read without the hammer looming over their head.

For some reason, the students LOVE watching the other students get punished, 

so I always try to make the punishment more comical than anything to boost 

the competitiveness in the beginning but once a team loses, the consequence is 

just funny and nothing more. 

There’s also the dice throw game that only works with one of these plush dice. 

Remember though, always be in control of the punishments so they never get 

out of hand and always remember to check with your co-teacher if it is okay for 

you to do or not.

Slide 13: Using Korean
Ask the students what the Korean word for a particular word is and try to 

recite and spell it (don’t let them write it for you, try to do it yourself). By doing 

this, you not only give them something to laugh about, but you also reinforce 

how it isn’t such a big deal with getting mistakes in language. When I first 

started teaching, I was the first guest English teacher two of my three schools 

had, so they were all extremely nervous about speaking.  I broke the ice by 

showing them I was learning Korean and before class started I would have them 

quiz me and help me learn Korean (subsequently helping their English too) all 

while they could laugh at my pronunciation and mistakes and see that if it’s 

okay for the teacher to make mistakes like this, it was okay for them, too.

I speak to my students in the broken Korean I know and they usually like 

when I can go back and forth (usually only for a few times) with them. While I 

do use my little knowledge of Korean to teach, I also use it to make the 

students laugh. I have a joke with my students where all I say is “이렇게 or 저렇

게” as if I’m giving them an option and it is just a way for me to mess with 

them and get their attention when I’m seeing if they are ready to read or move 

on with the lesson. Most of my students caught on to the joke and even grew 

curious and asked me why I say it and what it means in English (like this or like 

that) which gives me an opportunity to explain something in English that they 
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themselves want to know. Also, using Korean can help teach the importance of 

subtle inflection, such as “안녕 vs 안뇽” and “hello” vs “hellooooooo.”

Slide 14: Making mistakes fun
The biggest rule I enforce in all my classes if that it is okay to make mistakes. 

It is necessary when learning language to make mistakes and be corrected so 

that same mistake doesn’t develop into a habit.  I never want any of my 

students to be apprehensive to answer because they are unsure if they will get 

the pronunciation or the sentence structure wrong, so I reinforce this idea of 

making mistakes being good and something I don’t mind hearing or seeing. A 

mistake or wrong answer, in my opinion is way better than a blank face staring 

back at me and no answer.

Since this is established in my classroom, if I do notice a mistake being made 

over and over, I do like to point out these mistakes and find humor in them. If 

they use a different word which changes the sentences meaning, if they say “I 

am” and then a noun when they should have said “it’s a.” I went a whole week 

calling one of my students “pineapple” because of a mistake like this. These little 

jokes I make at their expense not only make the student who made the mistake 

not want to do it again, but it incentivizes the other students to correct 

themselves if they’re suffering from the same mistake. I try to show that I’m not 

laughing at the student, but rather at the humor that is made from what they 

said or wrote.

I do not condone any of my students making fun of another when they make 

a mistake, and none of my students really do, because they’ve understood I’m 

not laughing at them, but rather the mistake, and that extra attention to their 

mishap is usually enough for them to correct the mistake while making light of 

the situation and having a good laugh about it. Plus, it helps if the other 

students comprehend why it is a mistake, helping correct problems they might 

have as well.

Slide 15: Showcasing Talent
If you have a skill or hidden talent your classroom is the best place to 

showcase it and use it as a way to engage with your students. Your students 

are more than likely interested I your life and the more of your personality you 

show them, the easier it is to connect with them and have them not only want 

to come to your class and learn English, but be comfortable around you while 

learning. And even if you have no talents, try anyways. Be shameless!
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Whole Brain Teaching Method

Rey Sentina (Dongbu Elementary School)

1. What is Whole Brain Teaching?

The methods you use in the class room can make your experience here in 

Korea enormously rewarding, and on the flip side, stressful all at the same time. 

However, there are ways to approach your interaction with your classes that can 

make the experience both fun and less stressful for you, and especially, your 

students. Whole Brain Teaching is an approach designed toward maximizing 

student engagement, and focusing on the way the brain is programed to learn. 

It integrates the method of effective classroom management and engaging 

diverse levels of student learners. Whole Brain Teaching is intended to be flexible 

and adaptable by any teacher according to their comfort level. In this method, 

there are 6 key points that can lead to an effective and engaging classroom: 

Class-Yes, Mirror Words, The Five Classroom Rules, Teach-Okay, the Scoreboard, 

and Hands and Eyes. Embracing these 6 key points and integrating them into 

your classroom will allow even your lowest level students to engage with the 

material, as well as, add a whole new layer to your classroom experience.

2. Class-Yes

The first element of this method is the Class-Yes and is intended to get the 

attention of your class with just one word. Simply put, “When I say Class, you 

say Yes.” With this magic word, you as the instructor have the ability to grab 

the attention of a class that was previously unfocused or talking with their 

friends. Of course, there are other attention getters and gestures out there: 

flashing the lights on and off, or even raising your hand and waiting for your 

class to calm down. But with just one word, you are able to create something 

that was once a one-sided effort, a collaborative act. The hook here is that the 

class has to say “Yes” in whatever way the teacher says “Class.” In some cases, 

you may have variations that range from:

Teacher: “Class-Class.” 

Students: “Yes-Yes”

Teacher: “Claaaaaaaaaaaas!” 

Students: “Yesssssssssssssss!”

Teacher: “Classity Class!” 
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Students: “Yessity Yes!” 

Switching it up each time and keeping it unpredictable keeps the technique 

interesting and just as attention grabbing each time. Most importantly, students 

end up playing an important and active role in ensuring that the attention is 

always directed at the teacher. 

3. Mirror Words

In the classroom, we find that our kids are in a consistent pattern of listening 

to the teacher and repeating what they’ve heard. Due to this listless amount of 

time, students find themselves distracted or disinterested with the task at hand. 

With the element of Mirror-Words, you are able to take a simple Listen and 

Repeat and turn it into something that is engaging and entertaining for both 

you and your students. Simply put, “When I say Mirror-Words, you say 

Mirror-Words and follow my gestures.” With this command, the attention is 

focused back on you and your students are expected to engage by following 

your actions, while also listening and repeating the key words/expressions. For 

each lesson, you can take your key words or expressions and make it more 

memorable by associating an action or gesture to it. 

For instance, YBM Lesson 1, “I Want to Be a Cook,” you have key words that 

include: pianist, writer, cook, police office, etc. You as the teacher would teach 

these key words to the class with Mirror Words. For example, you can easily run 

both your hands and fingers across the desk like you would a piano to signify 

the key word, pianist. You could even use your left hand as a notebook and 

pretend to write in it to signify the key word, writer. With the addition of 

movement, even the lower level students or the easily distracted student can 

follow along. The movements that you teach can also easily be incorporated into 

any kind of activity that you would want to use it for. (ie. Evolution Game, 

speaking activities, drilling)

In this case, learning the key words/expressions becomes a more efficient and 

entertaining way of learning important points in the lesson, rather than the 

traditional way of just listening and repeating. Students are associating their 

words with an action that can lead to better retention and comprehension of 

content. 

4. The Five Classroom Rules

Having rules in the classroom establishes expectations of the students to 

behave. But in most cases, we find that teachers go over the rules at the 

beginning of the year, post the rules on a bulletin board in the classroom, and 
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still find our students not knowing the rules half way through the second 

semester. This is where the Five Classroom Rules come in. These simple rules are 

as follows:

Rule 1. Follow Directions Quickly

Rule 2. Raise Your Hand for Permission to Speak

Rule 3. Raise Your Hand for Permission to Leave Your Seat

Rule 4. Make Smart Choices

Rule 5. Keep Your Dear Teacher Happy

Each rule has a gesture associated with it. For instance, “Rule Number 2. Raise 

Your Hand for Permission to Speak,” you raise your hand and bring it down in 

front of your mouth to make a puppet like motion. You should practice these 

rules with your students every time you have class with them till they are able to 

recite and perform the gesture simply by hearing the number of the rule. That 

way, students are consistently aware and accountable for the classroom dynamic, 

as well as the teacher’s expectations. 

In most cases, the most frequently violated rule is Rule Number 2: students 

constantly speaking out of turn without raising their hand. In this kind of 

situation, you can easily round up the attention of the class with a simple 

“Class-Yes,” and follow it up with a voice of command, “Rule Number 2.” 

Whenever you wish, simply say the name of the rule that was broken, and your 

students will chime in, restating the rule with the gesture. Students are 

consistently reminded of the rules that they’ve broken by stating that rule every 

time; showing that they’ve acknowledged what they did wrong.

Now, there are many kinds of events in the classroom that can occur that 

don’t find themselves in a certain category of your rules. This is where Rule 

Number 5 comes in. It is the ultimate rule where even the vaguest or 

uncategorized event can be accounted for. “Rule Number 5: Keep Your Dear 

Teacher Happy,” is based entirely on you. Students may try to challenge that 

they’ve followed all the rules, but in the event that something occurs, they can 

never argue that they were keeping you happy. As a result, Rule Number 5 can 

be used as a way to justify any kind of misbehavior. Although it seems like it’s 

in the benefit of the teacher, in the end, it’s only in the benefit of the students. 

5. Teach-Okay

Now, an important element to this method is Teach-Okay. They say that the 

best way for a person to learn is from their peers. This element simply does just 

that. This allows your students to 1., check and make sure that they know the 

content and 2., check and make sure that they’re neighbor knows the content as 
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well. In addition to that, you as the teacher can use this point to see which of 

your students are engaged versus who is distracted. Following the introduction of 

key words and expressions through mirror words, students have all this 

information in their brain waiting to be sorted out. Teach-Okay allows your 

students to digest what they’ve learned together and put it into practice. 

Simply put, “When I say Teach, you say Okay.” Students will turn their bodies a 

full 90 degrees, face their partner, look at them face to face, and practice the 

words and gestures that they’ve just learned. Students should keep repeating and 

going over the key words and gestures with their partners until the teacher calls 

back their attention with a resounding “Class-Yes.” In most cases, you as the 

teacher should only spend a few seconds allowing your students to get through 

as much as they can before you bring back their attention. Your students have 

now been included in the collective part of teaching by allowing them to teach 

their peers; bringing it back to having the classroom experience becoming a 

collaborative effort. 

6. The Scoreboard

This element of the Whole Brain Teaching method brings it all together: the 

ultimate motivator. Whole Brain Teaching is a fun and engaging method, so why 

not make it more interesting and make each class a game. The concept is this, 

“Teacher vs. Student.” In the front of the room, you have an eye catching 

scoreboard, left side teacher and right side students. This game rewards students 

for creating a classroom environment that the teacher expects. (ie. Following the 

Five Classroom Rules, using Mirror Words or performing gestures effectively, or 

just simply showing that they have true focus on the task at hand.) On the 

other end, the scoreboard can easily be used to penalize negative behavior; 

where if students misbehave or do not execute certain parts of the lesson to 

expectation, the teacher earns a point. 

Each time your students earn a point for their team, you as the teacher can 

say with a resounding voice, “Give me a one second party!” Students should 

then celebrate with a quick “Oh yeah!” and then proceed with the next part of 

the lesson. Now when you as the teacher earn a point due to misbehavior you 

can easily say with a sad voice, “Give me an awwwww!” Students should then 

respond back with an “Awwwww!” In other cases, you can also switch it out 

with, “Give me a mighty groan!” Students should then respond with a concise 

and exasperated “Awww!” 

At the end of the end of class, students are expected to win some kind of 

reward. This is entirely based on you as the teacher. Depending on the class you 

have, you can bargain whatever you want. (A little less homework, 2 minutes to 

talk with their friend at the end of class, more time to play a game for the next 

class, letting out the class 2 minutes early, earning a sticker towards their reward 
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system, etc.) The smaller the reward, the more meaningful it becomes to them. 

Conversely, students who are unable to win the game at the end of class can 

be penalized according to your style. (A little more homework, etc.) 

The difference in score is very important and can ultimately affect the class 

dynamic. For each point you as the teacher receives, you risk the chance of 

alienating your students. That is why you should never allow a student or 

teacher lead to be larger than 3 points. If you reward too much, you run the 

risk of losing motivation. If you penalize too much, you run the risk of your 

students giving up. The point of this element is to use the scoreboard in your 

effort to create the environment you want your class to achieve. 

7. Hands and Eyes

Simply put, “When I say Hands and Eyes, you should say Hands and Eyes.” 

Students should then have their hands folded and their eyes focused on you or 

the screen. Whenever you use this command, it emphasizes that the next thing 

you are going to watch, or listen to, is very important. In most cases, this is best 

used especially when you want to watch and listen to the videos in your 

textbook closely or if you have an activity that definitely needs a little bit more 

in-depth explanation. 
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Tae Kwon Do

History

Tae Kwon Do is a traditional Korean martial art that use both the feet and 

hands to strengthen the body, build character through physical training, and 

protect the body through skill training. 

Influenced by preceding Korean martial arts such as Taekkyon, Subak, and 

Gwonbeop, as well as other martial art forms such as Karate and various 

Chinese martial arts, Tae Kwon Do was developed by Korean martial artists in 

the 1940’s – 50’s. 

Tae To stomp, trample
Kwon Fist

Do Way, Discipline

Forms

Forms or Poom-Seh, are choreographed patterns of attack and defense 

movements which test practitioners coordination, balance, timing, breath control, 

and rhythm. Through the memorization and practice of the Poom-seh’s, students 

will be able to obtain a better understanding of the various techniques of Tae 

Kwon Do.
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Tae Kwon Do has 8 colored belts (can go up to 12 depending on the 

school/association). Each belt represents a different level, and each level has a 

corresponding Poom-seh which combines different movements and techniques 

based on the level. Each Poom-seh has 3 components: Direction, Stance, and 

Technique (block/attack)  

Taegeuk Poom-Seh

Taegeuk 1 Il-Jang : 건 Geon
Represents heaven and light, the beginning of   everything, as 
such, the first form. 

Taegeuk 2 E-Jang : 태 Tae
Represents the marsh, but more so joyfullness. This   principle 
teaches us to have a strong mind, but gentle disposition. 

Taegeuk 3 Sam-Jang : 이 E
Represents the fire and sun. Fire provides warmth   and sun 
provides light. This principle teaches us to be passionate and 
energetic.

Taegeuk 4 Sa-Jang : 진 Jin
Represents the thunder. Thunder is symbolic of fear   and danger, 
This principle teaches us to confront fear and stay calm even in 
the face of danger.

Taegeuk 5 Oh-Jang : 손 Seon
Represents the wind. The wind can be forceful and   dangerous, 
but also gentle. This principle teaches us to remain humble and 
calm, and to only be forceful when absolutely necessary. 

Taegeuk 6 Yook-Jang : 감 Gam
Represents the water. Water is calm, yet can cut   through stone 
over time. This principle teaches us about perseverance. 

Taegeuk 7 Ship-Jang : 간 Gan
Represents the mountain. The mountain is an   immovable part of 
nature. This principle teaches us to not be hasty in our   actions, 
but to think things through before proceeding. 

Taegeuk 8 Pal-Jang : 곤 Gon
Represents the earth. The earth is the source of all   things, and 
so this Poom-seh includes   components of the previous 7 forms 
all wrapped into one. 
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